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Precipitation occurred over the week-

end with amounts ranging from traces in

the north central to over two inches in

the southeast and south central. Average

temperatures ranged from three to seven

degrees above norma_.

GENERAL

Row crops and pastures showed only a

small improvement with last week's rains,

according to the Nebraska Agricultural

Statistics Service. The rain came too

late to help much of the dryland row crops

but should help conditions for the sowing

of the winter wheat crop. Crops in most

areas were running well behind last year's

pace. In the Panhandle, farmers were

considering cutting some corn for silage

because they fear it will not be ready

before the first frost. The dry edible

bean harvest was just getting underway

with the crop running about two weeks

behind normal. Main activities consisted

of: cutting hay and silage, preparing

machinery for harvest, picking up irri-

gation pipe, and sowing wheat. Days

suitable for fieldwork last week were 4.6.

As of last Friday, topsoil condition

improved slightly from the previous week

to 46% short, 52% adequate and 2% surplus.

Even with last week's rains, the subsoil

moisture condition decreased to 98% short

and 2% adequate. Weekend rains were not

reflected in these totals. Last year,

top_oil conditlon was 94% ._hort and 6%

adequate and subsoil condition was 86%

short and 14% adequate.

CROPS

All corn condition was 9% very poor,

12% poor, 23% fair, 41% good and 15%

excellent. The irrigated crop was 79%

good or excellent, while only 4% of the

dryland crop was rated as good. The crop

was 70% dented compared with 89% last year

and 70% average. Corn mature reached 10%

compared with 35% in 1988 and 14% average.

Corn silage cutting was becoming active.

Sorghum condition was 3% very poor,

36% poor and 61% fair. About 60% of the

acreage was turning color, equal to the

5-year average but behind the 81% in 1988.

The crop was 2% mature, well behind last

year's 22% and the average of 8%.

Soybean condition was 9% very poor,

27% poor, 49% fair and 15% good. About

30% of the acreage was turning color,

compared with 59% last , year and 28%

average. Soybeans dropping leaves reached

9% compared with 24% i% 1988 and 6%

average.

Winter wheat seeding was getting

underway with 4% complete compared with 5%

last year and 6% average.

Alfalfa hay condition was 3% very

poor, 22% poor, 46% fair and 29% good.

The third cutting was 80% complete com-

pared with 88% in 1988 and 77% average.

Heavy dew and high humidity were slowing

progress in the central part of the State.

Yields were also reported to be much

better in this area.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and3range _eed sulxplies rated

33% very short, 48% short and 19% ade-

quate. Hay and roughage supplies were 14%

very short, 61% short and 25% adequate.

All available hay was being cut. The very

heavy rains over the weekend in eastern

areas will cause muddy feedlot conditions.

Precipitation, April 1 - September i, 1989

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week .......... " .42 .49 1.12 .79 1.32

Total since April 1 ...... 6.i9 9.31 9.73 13.19 12.85

Normal since April 1 ..... 11.95 14.66 16.93 15.85 18.10

Total as % of Normal ..... 52% 64% 57% 83% 71%

SW SC SE

' 1.65 .90 1.98

14.43 15.71 16.01

13.37 16.04 18.90

108% 98% 85%
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